
WE are Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (elca) 
918 South Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 

Office: 623-932-2394 
Website: www.christevangelical.org 

Pastor:  Jeff Gallen   (cell phone: 623:341-3712) 
 

Welcome and thank you for coming to worship! 
We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament.  
ALL are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC 

this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s 
gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 

 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
  June 13, 2021 

9:00am 

 

 
 

-Service of Word and Sacrament- 

 
The Gathering 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

OPENING HYMN:     ELW 807 “COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING” 
 

1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace: 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise; 

Teach my some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.  

http://www.christevangelical.org/


 

2. I was lost in utter darkness ‘til You came and rescued me;  

I was bound by all my sin when Your love came and set me free; 

Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home; 

Now Your grace is always with me, and I’ll never be alone.  

 

Refrain: Come, Thou Fount, come Thou King 

  Come Thou precious Prince of Peace; 

  Hear Your bride, to You we sing; 

  Come Thou Fount of our blessing; 

  Come, Thou Fount, come Thou King,  

  Come Thou precious Prince of Peace; 

  Hear Your bride to You we sing;  

  Come, Thou Fount of our blessing.  

 

3. O, to grace, how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee; 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination  

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 



We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   “THIS IS THE FEAST”   SETTING 4 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  

Whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength,  

and honor and blessing and glory are his.  

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

 

2. Sing with all the people of God  

and join in the hymn of all creation.  

Blessing and honor and glory and might 



be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

 

This is the feast of victory for our God,  

For the lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  

A-leluia. Alleluia.  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 

nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 [Congregation is seated.] 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:  EZEKIEL 17:22-24 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose 

someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This 

tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.  

 
      22Thus says the Lord God: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 



  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the Lord. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the Lord have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

 

         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:  PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 
The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12) 
 

   1It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 

  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

 2to herald your love in the morning 

  and your faithfulness at night; 

 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

  and to the melody of the harp. 

 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; 

  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  

 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

 13Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 

  they shall be green and succulent; 

 15that they may show how upright the Lord is, 

  my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  
 

 

SECOND READING:  2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider 

Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for 

all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 



 
     6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have 

confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 

has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 

ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 

consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 

opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 

outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 

we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we 

are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so 

that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 

raised for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that 

way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!  

 

         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “ALLELUIA! GIVE THE GLORY” by Ken Canedo 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Give the glory and the honor to the Lord! 

 

GOSPEL:   Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 

understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.  

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
      26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does 

not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 



the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts 

forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 

not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

       The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON: REV. JEFF GALLEN 

 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

A  God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Let us together affirm our 

faith. 
 

We believe in God who has created and is creating, 

Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

To reconcile and make new,  

Who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, 

to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others,  

to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus,  

crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A  Let us come before the triune God in prayer 
A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the 

good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 



prayer. 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the 

soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to 

regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call 

on you (especially…). Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and 

homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our 

church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of 

children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 

 

P:  And because you are one with us, O Christ, enable us to share your life with the world 

by sharing our own lives with the world. And so we pray, in the words you have taught us:  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

The Meal 
OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY MUSIC        “WITH ONE VOICE” 

     WORDS & MUSIC BY RICKY MANALO 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 



Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

 

 
[THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE]    (NUMBER 4) 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks… 

 

And so we remember your Son, his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection, his word, and his 

presence in this meal, and we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

We pray that you send your Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom, your guidance everywhere 

in the church.  

Send your Spirit upon this bread and cup; inspire your people for service, always be making us 

new; and renew the world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice and your peace, reconciling 

us with you and our neighbors.  

We praise you, all-holy God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, Abba, Living Water, Breath of 

Life, today, tomorrow and forever. Amen! 

 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:    ELW 465     “AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT”    



 
    

PASTORAL BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

 



The Sending 
BENEDICTION: 
P  The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG:    ELW 580  “HOW CLEAR IS OUR VOCATION, LORD”   
 
DISMISSAL: 

P  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
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